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Amid rising regional tensions and soaring travel costs, Gulf residents are choosing staycations
By Inzamam Rashid
[image: The Monocle Minute]Luca Faloni
[image: Monocle]Good morning from Midori House. For more news and views, tune in to Monocle Radio . Here’s what’s coming up in today’s Monocle Minute:
THE OPINION : Why Gulf residents are staying local this summer HOUSE NEWS : Join us in Shanghai to celebrate Thailand: The Monocle Handbook THE CONCIERGE : A menswear must from our Copenhagen City Guide DAILY TREAT : Hit the beach in a Meyers Manx buggy THE LIST : Stories that you might have missed

The Opinion: TRAVEL
Amid rising regional tensions and soaring travel costs, Gulf residents are choosing staycations
[image: By Inzamam Rashid]Every June, the same ritual begins. School holidays loom, temperatures climb and residents of the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain and beyond begin plotting their annual escapes. My Whatsapp groups fill with plans for Tuscany, the Côte d’Azur, Australia and the UK. But this year is different. The conflict between the US, Israel and Iran has added uncertainty to summer travel planning. Rising fuel costs continue to affect airfares, routes are disrupted and would-be travellers are thinking twice about spending big on long-haul flights. For many Gulf residents, the answer has been surprisingly simple: stay closer to home. That doesn’t necessarily mean staying at home. Hotels across the UAE and the wider Gulf are aggressively rolling out summer offers, with five-star resorts suddenly available at prices that would have seemed unimaginable not so long ago. The result is that many of my friends who would ordinarily spend July and August in Europe are staying put. Some are booking weekends in Ras al-Khaimah, a few are escaping to Oman and others are treating themselves to luxury resorts in Dubai that are usually fully booked until winter.
[image: Image]Last resort: Gulf residents are choosing holidays closer to homeLast year I wrote about how summers in the UAE aren’t for everyone – but that’s part of the charm . The old assumption that the country empties out between June and September no longer holds true: since the war, the hospitality sector has become better at making the most of these quieter months. There’s also a growing recognition that the Gulf offers more variety than many residents previously appreciated. A weekend in Muscat will give you a different pace and atmosphere to a trip to Dubai. The mountains of northern Oman provide a refreshing alternative to the coast. Saudi Arabia’s tourism ambitions continue to expand. Even within the UAE, the range of hotel and resort experiences is broader than ever. What began as a travel compromise is increasingly becoming a choice. Geopolitical uncertainty tends to make people cautious. Staying within the region offers a degree of reassurance. The longer-term question is whether this behavioural shift will permanently change travel habits. If more residents spend their summers exploring the Gulf, they might discover destinations that become part of annual traditions, rather than temporary substitutes. What would accelerate this is better connectivity. The long-promised Etihad Rail network and the wider GCC railway project remain among the region’s most exciting infrastructure ambitions. The prospect of boarding a train in Abu Dhabi and arriving in Muscat, Riyadh or Doha a few hours later would further transform how locals think about holidays. For now, Gulf residents are making the best of the available options. They are trading Tuscany for the Palm Jumeirah, the Amalfi Coast for Muscat and Mediterranean beach clubs for shaded resort pools. Inzamam Rashid is Monocle’s Gulf correspondent. For more opinion, analysis and insight, subscribe to Monocle today.

[image: Image]The Briefings
house news: shanghai
Join us to celebrate the launch of our new travel title, ‘Thailand: The Monocle Handbook’
Our Shanghai café and shop at the Jing An Kerry Centre has been one of our most successful retail residencies to date. With three weeks to go until we close on 30 June, fresh products have just dropped and tonight we’re hosting a special event to toast the publication of our latest travel title, Thailand: The Monocle Handbook . Monocle’s Bangkok-based Asia editor, James Chambers – who edited the 224-page hardback – is in town to host. Our friends at Silver Heights will serve a selection of summery wines from 18.30 onwards.
[image: Image]Beforehand, Chambers will be taking part in a panel discussion on the future of travel alongside Yingying Xiang of Slow Brand Studio and hospitality executive Soliman Ma of Songtsam hotel group and Silk Road Express. Space at the Kinetic Space (on the 3rd floor of the Jing An Kerry Centre) is limited. Please email events@monocle.com if you want to attend. More information can be found here .

THE MONOCLE concierge: COPENHAGEN
The menswear brand brewing design treasures in the Danish capital
Are you touching down in the Danish capital for its annual 3 Days of Design festival, which kicks off on Wednesday? Our editors will be on the ground, so visit monocle.com and tune in to Monocle Radio for the latest news and views. If you’re after a bustling wine bar, a top table or well-stocked shops while you’re in town, consult our Copenhagen City Guide . There, you’ll find many of our favourites, from bakeries to bathing spots. And make sure that you find the time to meet the team behind this label.
[image: Image]Another Aspect , city centre Founded in 2019 by Daniel Brøndt, Anders Poulsen and Nicolaj Thomsen, Copenhagen brand Another Aspect focuses on classic menswear staples using high-quality materials: think shirts made from soft Tencel seersucker, smart polos and suiting. Its flagship in the Danish capital is furnished with wood interiors and custom designs by Studio 0405. The on-site café, meanwhile, uses the finest beans from Aarhus-based roastery La Cabra. Over the course of 3 Days of Design, the shop will be showcasing objects from Danish platform Aarticles. And did you see Another Aspect’s collaboration with Fritz Hansen? For more on Copenhagen, consult our City Guide or download it into a handy map here.

• • • • • DAILY TREAT • • • • •
Take a Meyers Manx buggy for a spin
In 1964 artist, surfer and boatbuilder Bruce Meyers created the first Meyers Manx buggy in a Newport Beach garage. He developed a doorless fibreglass body that could be fitted to the chassis of a Volkswagen Beetle. The original company closed in 1971 but Meyers revived it in 2000, producing a limited run of 100 Manx buggies. Shortly before his death in 2021, he sold the company to an investment firm.
[image: Image]This classic vehicle is part of Manx’s Remastered Classics line, developed by CEO and automobile designer Freeman Thomas. Inside are white seats, a vintage-style steering wheel and a round speedometer. It also features a lockable trunk underneath the rear deck, with just enough room for a book, a towel and a phone. This is a vehicle that celebrates the simple pleasures, including the rhythmic thrum of an engine and the unhurried pursuit of the sunset. meyersmanx.com

[image: Image]the LIST: FROM monocle.com
Technology stories you might have missed
Here are three pieces of kit that won’t facilitate you doom scrolling, feed you benign algorithm-led content and, crucially, are made well.
[image: Image]Tired of the same-old smartphone design? Try the Blackberry-inspired Clicks Communicator

[image: Image]Do touch that dial: How Sangean is impressively tuning in to success

[image: Image]Music Studio 5 – Erwan Bouroullec’s wireless speaker for Samsung – is made to be heard, not seen

Monocle Radio: MEET THE WRITERS
Tim Wu and the future beyond big tech
[image: Image]Georgina Godwin meets Tim Wu, the man who coined the term “net neutrality” in Silicon Valley, and discusses his book The Age of Extraction , which critiques the extractive practices of tech giants.

Amid the din of modern news, including us as a preferred Google source helps to push our reporting to the surface when you need it. Tap here to do just that.

Newsletter: Join us
Welcome to our world
Has this been forwarded to you by a friend? Sign up to The Monocle Minute and Monocle Weekend Editions to receive your own bulletin of weekday news and weekend treats.
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